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15 September 1948

Gentlemens

I am in receipt of your letter of 13 September, and
I am hastening to reply to it. In the first place L wish
to advise you that my car is not as yet completed and 1s

..8%411 in the repair garage. Very frankly, the repair Jjod
was quite unsatisfactory in that it was scarcely possible
to open the door, and I returned it to them as unacceptable.

The head of the firm admitted that this work was unsatisfaotory,
but said it was becsuse he was away at the time 1t was de-
livered to me.

I note what you say concerning contributory negligence,
and I suppose that I can do nothing in this matter. However,
I must insist in my own belief that there was no contributory
negligence excepting that which ocours in any accident where
both cars are moving. In the case of the Rhode Island Mutual,
I wish to reiterate that I was in no way consulted by anyons
from their firm other than the secretary asking me to £111 out
a form. I therefore consider that the investigation conducted
by the Rhode Island Mutual was incomplete and that their decision
in this matter was high~handed to say the least. One of these
days, if I can, I plan to go to Providence to see the President
of that Company, if he is accessible. I wish to ascertaln the
g:thodn in use by that Company in the solution of their pro-

Oms.

As for the Hartford Indemnity, I wish to say that this
1s my first assoclation with your firm in a mstter of this
kind, I have known the Hartford Fire and have recognized
it over many years as a company of extremely high character.
I had hoped that I would find the same situation with the
Hartford Indemnity, but at the present moment I find it airfi-
cult to make up my mind.

Your adjuster, I think a Mr. MeClain, came to see me and
was extremely pleasant. However, his first act was to present
me with a form wherein I was to practically admit contributory
negligence in that I was to pay $25.00. His last act was to
inform me that he thought that I was correct. Insofar as I am
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concerned, the two ideas did not jibe. My office force here
felt that when your adjuster left, the decision was going to
be against me. Fearing this, I endeavored to bring the ad~
Juster to the street cornsr where the asccident cscurred so
that he might see why I thought that there was no contributory
negligence. I have pointed out the scens of the accident sinse
to others, and all of them agree that the negligence must have
been on the approaching car. Your adjuster seemed to have no
interest in going down and looking at ths scens with me. In
my adjustment experience in the Hawailan Islands, I discovered
that whenever I took the car to the scene of the accident the
errors became painfully apparsnt.

My opposition to this contributory negligence is not the
$25.00, which is quite simple to pay; it is the fact that not
only am I being forced to pay $25.00 but also the Hartford :
indemnity 1s paying a much larger figure, which I had not thought
nscessary. it is $rue, I believe, that there are statements
from witnesses blaming me in part. How this happens, I do not
know, as I stated at the time of my original report that those
there were uninformed as to what happened. Can you imagine
people walting at a blind corner to watch a car come out from
behind a bullding and run into another? I think that the
answer is No.

I am not questlioning the character of the witnesses, as

I know through long experience the value of evidence. I realize
that two or three persons can see the same thing and get dif-
feront answers. Ny attitude is based solely on this: ®That
at no time were the drivers of the cars nor the witnesses, nor
the cars brought together by either insurance company." This
may be good practice, but insofar as I am concerned it is an
expensive one, because it not only costs dollars and cents, tut$
costs the confidence of those insured.

I will £111 out the form presently and return it as per
your desires, although I shall do this with reluctance. . .

s
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Very truly yours,

R‘ W. Bates

Hartford Accident and Indemnity Co.
29 Weybosset St.

Providence, R.Il, o




20 September 1948

Dear Captain Hutchinson:

Thank you very much for your letter of the 13th instant.
I appreciate getting it very much as it is part of my baockground
4f and when I make the decision to retire., . :

The work I am doing at present is, of course, interesting
to me, but as Captain Ross well knew, it is difficult for a
fellow of my nature to remain calm when his work is being
sniped at. By this I mean to say that in writing these analyses,
I should have permansncy of personnsl. What I am actually
getting is a new team at least every year and often there are
‘changes within the year, which slows down my work excessively.
This is very trying, to say the least, and 1s my prineipal

bugbear. :

I have not been to the Newport Hospital since I wrote you,
but I presume that my blood pressure is as they found it--128
over 80, but I do nct knowe I f£4nd here that my principal dif-
ficulty with the chest pulls occurs during the more humid weather,
although I notice it at other times too., The edema does not
appear %o be any worse, I have not measured the leg swellings
recently, so I cannot comment on that. During the last measure-
ments my leg expanded daily from 15-3/4" to about 17", ‘

I am awfully glad to hear thet you have just returned from
leave. More than that, I hope that you found your leave enjoyable
and beneficials You are the hardest working fellow that I know
of. Therefore I want you to know that I appreciate the time
you have given to me.

With warmest personal regards, 1 am,

Very sincersly yows,

R. W. Bates

Capt. C.J.Hutchinson
U.S.Naval Hospital
Mare Island, Calif.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

21 September 1948

Dear Penns

As I told you when I loaned you an advance copy of the Battle of
Midway I might have to recall it, Well that situation has now osourred.
We are receiving requests for advance copies of the Midway study so, as
I have but one copy left, I am recalling the others,

I should appreciate your courtesy if you would return the copy which
I loaned you. If all goes well I should be able to give you a printed
copy within the month,

Things are going on here about as usual, The olass appears tc be a
good one and are working well. My own work appears to be progressing
slowly. My staff is being given extraneous jobs which throw them completely
out of gear with the Battle of Savo Island, One of them took a month off
to prepare a speech for the Armed Forces Information School., He did an
excellent job thsre but my work, to all intents and purposes stopped.

They have decided to print 1200 copies of Midway and have inoreased
to printing of Coral Sea to the same. All fiag officers are to have
personal copies, That is gratifying. They have also authorized a movie
on the Corel Sea which we are now preparing. I hope that it will be good.

I trust that all goes well with you and Marybelle, and that you have
accustomed yourself to the life of a simple gentleman,

No relief for Hoke has arrived as yst. Rumors are now that it will
be 1 November.

¥With warmest regerds,

Your old friend,

Commodore Penn L. Carroll, USN. (Ret),
217 Shelby Street,

Frankfurt,

Kontuoky.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
: NEWPORT, R. L

21 September 1948

Dear Frank:?

I am enclosing herewith two tickets for the Californlae
Navy game at Baltimore on Saturday September 26th. This
should be a great game. These tickets were sent to me by
my brothers

I should appreclate your kindness if you would sell
them for me as I cannot use them and there is no market in
Now England.

The resale price must not exceed the price indicated
vizo,$5.75.

Many thanks for your kindness,

I like your year book but I would like to see your
name somewhere.

Best regards, as ever

Your o0ld friend

¥re Frank Davies
University Club
1135 16th Ste.,
washington, D.Ce
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

21 September 1948

Dear Qumss

This is merely to request that you return the copy of the Battle of
Midway which I loened you. We are receiving requests for advance copies
for officlial use and have no spares.

The movie on the Coral Sea has been authorized and the soript writer
is here now, I hope that it will be successful. Many thanks for your
help. :

I also hope that you are going to get the sea Job that you asked for,
You should get somsthing good after your work there,

Best regards., As ever,

Yours sincerely,

R, W, BATES,

Commander Donaid G. GUMZ, USNK.
Room 3804,

Wavy Departument,
Washington, D.Ce M




28 September 1943

Rear Admiral Matthias B. Gardner, AVH, USH
Gomandey, Pacsifie Piviaion

¥ilitary Alr Transport Servioce

Hiokem Field

Honrolulw, T,.H.

Deay Gardner

The Departaent of Anslysis of the FNawvel War College is
studying the Battle of Savo island, 3-9 Augusl 1842,

Admirel Hepburn's report of informel inguiry into the
eireumstances attending the loss of the eruisers cu August
9, 1942 mentions Admiral Turner's despatch 070842 {August
1942) %o Admiral MeCein, guoted, vparsphrasad as Jollows:

»The plan of sesrch for DFl &ay does not cover
gsctor 290 to 318 from Malaita. Southwest Paeifie is
ressonsible for this sector but I consider e moraiang
gesrer by you is necessary for adeguate cover”.

Tt 1e not kanwn what aotion was tssen on that despatoh.
The rources of informatioa presently availsblie &t the Eaval
¥sr Qollege do not sdd any light to this question.

Qince it is not vessible to get a comment Irom Admiral
McCain, it would be greatly appreciated if you c¢oulc refresh
your memory on this point =ad zlvs the Ksval Fer College your
commont coverins the followlng:

(a) Action taxen by ComAirSoPss, CIF 83, on thls
request of GI'F 62, Admiral Turner,

(b) The reasons of CTF 63 for sueh sotion.

The Depertment of Analysis, in studying tie air recou-
naissanes and searches on 7 August and 8 August, desires
more iight to be thrown on the matter of cammunications GOV~
ering eontast reports from the Allled 2iyr Forces in tae
Southwest Pacifiec Aren. It appesrs that the primary respon-
sidility for air seareh sovering enemy approech to tiae Tulagl-
Cusdsnleenal operations lay with Task Foroe 63, Rear Acdmiral




Johm £. MoCain. Arrangements for the cooperation of Com-
Eander Soutbwest Pereifie Area in reconnaissance operations
wore assizned to Admiral MoCain's cognizance. What commm-
nications errangements existed detween Commander Allied Alr
Foreces, SorestFac Area, and ComAirSoPac?

The Japanese eruiser force was sighted first at 1025
{«11 time) on August 8th by an R,A.A.F. Hudson, bdased at
Hllre Bay, in & position east of Bougainville Island sbout
300 miles from Seve Isiand, Information of this contaet
€id hot resch Admiral Turner until abdbout 1845 on August 8th,
Apperently this contast report was nrct made until the R.a.A.F.
Hudson pilot returned t¢ itie dase at Miine Bey. Here his
report was relayed to the Eesdquarters of the Allied Alr
Forca at Brisbene either as s gpecizl messags or in a sumeary
at. the 614 o 2ll searches, 1t was then passed $o Canberrs
for transnission on the BSells scheduie, and fra:z Canberra to
Paarl Harbor for transmission on the Fox schedule., It would
seaa thet such s eontact report should heve rsached Admiral
HecCain 4irect and st the earliest rosaible monext,

T shounld appreciste any melp vou cea zive us in this
motter as well as any commsnts you B&Y OArs Lo anzge on this
or sny other matter condected with this aection.

Very sincerdly yours,

ALLAN 3, SMITH
Rear -Awral’ UOS.ﬁO
President, Kaval War College, Actiag




28 September 1948

Dear Harrys

This is to thank both you and Margaret for a very
wonderful weekend. You are an extraordinarily fine pair,
and a souple of days with you would do anyons good, and
expeclially me.

I like your house very much, and I particularly enjoyed
that bed. I thought that my bed at home was very fine but
that one I was in on Saturday night threw me into sound slumber
instantaneously.

Naturally I enjoyed your meals. You have very fine food--
too fine, in fact, for me, as I am trying to reduse. At your
house I evidently put on several pounds.

I was quite interested in the football game, although we
didn't talk about it very much, I think that the Navy team hsas
great prospects for the futwe and I look forward to a more
successful year than last year., I wrote to my brother, who 1s
one of the heads of the Grid Club and California Alumni, and
told him that I thought California had not done as well as 1
had reason to expect. I enmumerated what I thought were the
failures of the team, which I hope will be corrected,

It was a lot of fun seeing Judy Dams. She brought back
old memories. Yesterday I was at Ross Cooley's, and both of
them remembered her very well from long ago. I like Mr. Dame
also. He appears to be & very fine gentleman, Thank you for
inviting me there.

The world situation still smells, but the smell, I hope,
is more deadly than the quality of the cheese. The feeling
around here seems to bs that which you had there~-that 1is,
that it will not lead to war, although it is serious.

The weather up here in Newport is perfectly delightful.
I have always noted that our early falls are swell here,
Actually, Newport weather today is like the best in California
in the San Francisco area. More trlbute I cannot pay.
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The plane flight back up was excellent-~the woa ther
very calm--and I was able to listen to ths ball gams between
the Red Sox and the Yankees. As the Yankees won, you can
imagine that I fully enjoyed 1it.

There 1sn't much new to say at present. Everything is
about the sames here at the College, with no further informstion
concerning the arrival of Admirsl Bearye.

Once again let me thank Jou and Margasret for your kindness
in looking out for me over the weekend and for taking me to the
game. 1 enjoyed everything but the Bavy's defeat. That, of
coursas, was not pleasant but not unexpected.

Take care of yourselves, and best of luck in everything.
As ever,

Your 01d Friend,

R, W. Bates

Vice Admiral Harry W. Hill
Hational War College
Washington, D.C.




SO September 1948

Dear Colonel Pauls

This is to confirm the telephone message which Commander
Innis mede yesterday, Tuesday, from Naval Alr Station, Anacostia.

In accordance with your suggestion there is forwarded
herewith as an enclosure a copy of each of two letters written
to General Malony of the Historical Division, Special Staff,
U.S. Army, requesting information as to the air reconnaissance
in the 8Scuthwest Pacific Area. '

Your kind offer to be of assistance to the Department
of Analysis, a3 relayed by Commander Innis, is greatly appre-
ciated. Any information you can provide to cover the material
-requested of General Malony will be most helpful to us here.

Thank you for your generous cooperation.

R. W. Bates

Colonel wiu’.d SQ P‘ul, U.S.A.F.
Office of Alr Force History

Room 6§ € 133

Pentagon Bldg.

Washington 25, D.Ce.




8 Ooctober 1948

Dear Jacks

Your letter in reply to mine was extremely interesting,
and the typical Jack Bergen that I have always enjoyed.
Thanks very much for it,.

In the first place I want to thank you for your kind
offer to have me as your guest had the Yankees won the World
Series. No one would have enjoyed going more than I would
have to at least one of the games, and to be there with you
would have been extremely interesting, I am sorry that it
was not to De.

I noted Bucky Harris's departure from the Yankee line-up
with sinocere regret, as you and I know that he is one of base~
ball's great managers, and I think his departure is a distines
loss to the Yankee team. I do think though that Buecky should
have a good chief of staff to sit there and assist him in
formulating his decisions. I did that for a number of Admirals
who became very well lknowa later and as a consequemse. We
both agree that Busky is very human and this humansmess dbrings
strong loyalties. It 1s also on account of this humaneness
that Buoky appears reluctant to remove a pitcher who is showing
weaknsss. I cannot but feel that in a well-managing ball club
with loyalty both up and down, the devotion to Bugky--that is
the loyalty upe-would have not only permitted him to remove
a faltering pitcher but the faltering pitcher would expect it.
i realizge, of course, that both Sea and Page and at the end,
Vic Raishi, were of little use to Bucky and that he had to rely
on his own intuition based on his knowledge of his pitchers.
Perhaps Burns was the only man he sould put in on that first
of the last two games in Boston. I wonder, however, if this
was 80, Everyone knew that Burns was as wild as a Mareh hare
and was bound to give walks. I understand that he gave up §
walks and 3 hits in the few innings he pitched. It seems .
reasonable to me to say that a wild pitcher does not belong
in the Big Leagues, but if i1t is desired to keep him, he should
be used against the weaker teams, where his walks are not
costly, rather than asgainst the most powerful teams where one
walk may cost a game. Look at Bob Feller and his walk, which




cost him the loss of a two-hitter. Encugh for that.

I hops £ hear thas busioess Stk yen 1o Momrcsstay averaily
opes t0 hear ths ss you is progres

snd that the hmm,umh&ckmomhﬁu ?
Jack Bergen of ¢ » Inis ¢an only be if business successes
are as you wish, I feel that they are.

With best regards to you, I am as ever,

Your 014 Friend,

R, W, Bates

Cdr. John J. Bergen
Hotel Plerre
Eew York City




il October 1948

Dear Qumg;

Glad to hear from you and to hear that you have such
a good job ocut there, )

I fiad that your 6opy of the manuscript of the Battle
of Midway was returned, but managed to get in the wrong
:;i'o att:ho War Gollege. Sorry o have troubled you abous

8 matter.

Yours sincerely,

R. W. Bates

Commander Donald @G, Gumg , USN
United States Pacific Fleet
Fleet Air Wing Pour

6/0 Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, Calif,




1l October 1948

Dear Bonvilliant

Thenks for your letter of 7 October relative
to the manmusoript of the "Battle of Midway" which
had been loaned to Commander Gums,

I find that the manusoript was returned, but
8ot into the wrong channels here at the Naval War
College.

Yours sincerely,

R, W, Bates

Lt.Gdr.I.D.Bonvilllan,USﬁ
Office of Chief of Naval Operations
goon 3.806
avy Department
Washington, D.C.




12 October 1548

Dear Allang

The other day mother sent me a newspaper clipping from
the San Francisco Chronicle apropos to the departure from this
world of your eldest brothsr, Charles. I cannot begin to tell
you what a shock it was to hear of your loss, and to assure you
that the sntire Bates family feel almost as keenly about it as
you do. Charlie was a wonderful fellow. My first recollections
of him were when he walked up and down Dayton Avenue while we
were playing "duck on the rosk"™ writing poetry. Later, of course,
we all remember him as a famed member of the Bohemian Club, to
say nothing of being a great success on the radio. When I was
last in the Grove in 1946 he was very kind to me, took me to his
camp, introduced me to Herbert Hoover, and all in all was the
high typs of gentleman that has always been located within the
Field family.

The greatest satisfaction all of us have in this 1ife is
the expectation that we will meet togethsy in another. I feel
confident that this is 80, and so some day the Bates's and the
Fields of Paru Street will meet and reassemble.

With deepest sympathy in your bereavement and with full
knowledge that you will keep your chins up, I am as ever,

Your 01d Friend,




13 October 1948

Dear Edgars

This is merely a note to express to you my
personal appreciation of your kindness in asking
me to your dinner on Saturday night.

I feel sure that the guest of honor had a
perfectly wonderful evening. Braddy Norman, Jr.
25 well as Ben Cook both have assured me that this

8 80,

The dinner was excellent, especially the lobster,
and the champagne was up to the high standard that the
name Edgar Fhelps invokes.

I thought that the entire affalr was delightfully
handled and that i1t was a ten-strike to place George
Tyson alongside Braddy, Sr. Those two fellows had a
tremendous evening.

With many thanks for including me, I am,

The Most Youthful Guest,

R, W, Bates

Mr. Edgar Phelps
Newport Reading Room
Bellevue Avenue
Newport, R.I.




13 Ogtober 1948

Dear Margaret:

When the orderly arrived yesterday afternoon with
the large enameled container beautifully wrapped with
green ribbon, you can 1ma§::e the excitement in ny
office. Both Commanders is and Cobb gaged with
consternation and wondered who it was sending me orchids.
I noted the note from you and still was unaware of the
surprise in store.

- You can imagine, therefore, my great delight when
I discovered the oatmeal cockles in such abundance.
Even one oatmeal cookie 1s manna for the gods, and to
have received so many, threw me into an inner turmolil
of gustatory excitement,

Thanks very much for thinking of me in this wondere
ful waye I cannot imagine anything I should have more
enjoyesd receiving, nor anyone from whom I should prefer
%o receive 1it,

With many thanks, I am as ever,

Your Oatmeal Cookie Friend,

Re. W. Bates




18 Ogtober 1948

Dear Jimmiet

We are sending to you under separate cover, as we
are to all flag officers, one copy each of the War College
analyses of the Battle of the Coral Sea and the Battle of
Midway, The Battle of the Coral Sea is already in your
files, and some of your officers have discussed it with me.
The Battle of Midway ias entirely new.

I would be interested some day in ascertaining from
you what you think of these works. Harwry Hill told me
that he conslidered the Coral Sea very illuminating and
extromely fair. I certainly hope that the somments on
Nidway are as favorable as those on the Coral Sea. ’

With warmest personal regards, I am as ever,

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. Bates

V.Admiral J.L.Hall
President, Armed Forces Staff College
Norfolk, Virginias




18 October 1948

Dear Ralpht

I am sending you under separate cover our analysis
of the Battle of Midway which I hope you will f£ind of
interest. It took a long time to prepare this analysis,
but this is primarily because of the eonstant changes in
my research staff and because of other duties connected
with the Department of Analysis.

It has been approved by both Admiral Spruance and
Admiral Theobald and was critically read by Admirals
Smith and Brown and by Captain Sylvester, whose comments,
where applicable, have been incorporated.

With warmest personal regards, I am as ever,
Very sincerely yours,

R. w. Bat@!

Rear Admiral Ralph Ofstie
Room 1078

Navy Department
Washington, D.C.
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Dear Reggile:

Somewhat over one month ago I wrote you a letter ralative
to my future career. Although you did not ask for it, I felt,
in view of our discussions together, that it might be well to
present in a more or less direct maﬁner the problems which lay
before me. It was my hope that you would have been able by this
date to have given me some guldance. I still hope that you can.

I have arrived at no different courses of action than those
which Iwrote you on 24 August. Lowever, I am becoming less and
less satisfied that the chance of my being promoted exists at
alls If this is so, it would be absolutely silly for me if I
did not ask for a physical retirement now. The medical staff
at the hospital here have told me that with my "bundle branch
block" I should obtain such a retirement. However, the general
opinion is that the longer I delay in asking this, the less chance
there may be of my getting it. TFor that reason it seems sensible
to me that I should enter the naval hospital here within the next
little while rather than put it off until it is time to be retired
by force. At that time the medical staff might not feel inclined
to give it to me even though I am entltled to it.

As you perhaps know, no one has a deeper interest in the
Navy than I have. No one wanis to serve his Country in battle
more than I do, and I should be the last person to ask for any
kind of retirement if I thnouzht that by so doing I was losing a

chhence to serve. dHdowever, I cannot feel that I nave much chance




of being in a war before next'June, and retired offilcers are
rarely called back to serve in high place. So now, as the Head

of ilars Island Hospital put it, it is time to think of Dick

Batess

iy thought is that if the Navy Department feels that my work
is up to the standard it desires, and if the Medical Department,
having retired me, will certify me for doing work of the kind I
am doing at present, I should be willing to do 1t, as I en joy

the work. On the other hand, I am not so sure that they will so

certify me. That is one of the reasons I am in such a quandarye.

I love the Navy and I love my Country, and I should like to serve
them both. but-whesther the Navy through the Selection bBoard or
through the Medical Loasrd is going to deny me that chance, I do
not know. What do you think?

With warmest personal regards to your whole family, I am

Your 0ld Friend,




18 October 19548

Dear Bills

I am forwarding to you under separate cover a copy
of the Battle of the Coral Sea and Battle of Midway which
I prepared ss Head of the Department of Analysis, Those
who have seen them have been extremely complimentary about
them. I hope that you feel likewise.

: As a considerable number of flag officers asked me
for personal coples, the Bureau of Personnel has directed
that all flag officers be given coples, which is being done
now,

Some day when you get a chance I would appreciate your
comments on them if you get time to read them.

With warmest personal regsrds and hoping to see you
in Washington one of these days, I am as ever,

Your 0ld Friend,
R. W. Bates

fce Adniral William Fechteler
0 For Personnel
Ravy Depar tment
Washington, D.C.




18 October 1948

Dear Harry:

I am sending you under separate cover a personal
copy of the Battle of Midway. I hope that you find it
up to the high standard of the Battle of the Coral Sea.
Most of us here feel that it is better than the Coral Sea.

You can see from this study that it was a great deal
of labors but if it accomplishes its mission--to provoke
think along the lines of command among the higher officers
of- the Navy=-l shall feesl well repaid.

Once agrin I want to roito}ato my pleaéuro in having
spent that weekend with you and Margaret. You are a wonderful
palr, and you always do me a lot of good., '

With warmest personal regards, I am as ever,

Your 0ld Friend,

B. '. Batel

Vice Admiral Harry W. Hill
National War College
Washington, D.C.




20 October 1948

Dear Admiral Spragno;

We are sending you by separate cover the War College
analyses of the Battie of the Coral Sea and the Battle of
Midway. The Battle of the Coral Sea was originally issued
some months ago~-perhaps you have seen it; the Battle of
Midway 1s being issued now. ’

The above analyses were done, as you know, under a
directive of the Chief of Naval Operations. They were pre=~
pared by me as Head of the Department of Analysis.

For your information, I have received a great deal of
personal and friendly comment on the Battle of Coral Sea
from many officers of rank not attached to the War College,
Among these were Admirals Hewitt, MoMorris, Hill, Ainsworth,
Durgin, Cooley, Fhillips, as well as numerous othors, Admiral
Durgin told me that he had directed all members of his staff
to read the Battle of thiseCoral Sea. I hope that the Battle
of Midway wlll meet with & similar reception.

I trust that you will find time to reasd these abalysos,
and that you will find them in every way up to the high
‘standard which I know you expect from the War College.

With warmest personal regards and with appreciation for
the assistance your Bureau, and in particular your Captain
Southwick, gave us in publishing these works, I am

Very sincerely yours,

R. W. Bates

Rear Admiral Thomas Sprague
Chief of Bureau of Personnel
Navy Department

Washington, D.C.
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of Japanecse alr and nivel foress. I8 would approoiate conles
of the Allled Alr forces uperalion yeoeds for Augnet
::h;hincmﬁu, simtlzy To ihoss alzesdy provided Lor the TEh

rith anny thanks for yoor ascistanwe, 1 O
| | Tevy stincerely gours,

Reer Admivel, U.8.%. -
Preatdent, Saval Tr Collegs.




22 October 1948

Desr Reggzle:

I have not ss yet scknowledged your very kind letter of
4 October, which I have studied with care. Nsturally I think
thet both you snd Bill Fechteler are quite correct in your advice,
and I shall carry it out to the letter.

I don't know whether I em really retirable for physical
disability now. However, I do have thst electrocaerdiograph
picture in my write-up end I do have a heart condition, the’
nature of which I heve never fully understood. I will take my
physicsl examination sometime during next month snd st thst
time the medical steff will heve to make their decision. Meen-.
while I hope that the Selection Bosrd will discover me slthough
from your conversetion with Bill I cen readlly see thst such s
hope is slmost futile.

It has not ss yet been amnounced officislly, but I hear
rumors that you are not on the Board and that Bill is. The
fact that you are not on the Boerd I view with concern as I
certainly should have llked to have had you &s an advocsate.
I don't know whether I 1ike having Bill on the Board, although
I am very fond of him, I appreciate his statement that he
could not see sny reasson for my not having been selected heretofore

end that I should have been @& Rear Admirsl long ago. I hope thet
he means it, but it 1s essy to say, perticularly to s friend-like
you. On the other hend, his statement that he thought I didn't
have much chance becsuse I sm 56 simply does not hold weter and
may indicste a prejudgement sgainst me. Jim Msher, your old .
friend of Weshington collisiom fesme, got promoted lasst year st 55,
The answer is simply this--if they want to promote you they csn,
age or no sge. I know that you would function that wsy, snd thst
you would not sllow people to be badly handled because of "age,
race or previous condition of servitude."” Mick Csrney is supposed
to heve promoted Maher. ‘

I was interested in Bill's statement that he could see no
resson why I should not be held on to write other analyses,
providing the Wer College so desired snd providing I fasiled of
promotion. My asttitude here is that I should expect to be called
back s a Rear Admiral (Ret.). My highest rank was Commodorse,
which I won in bsttle--therefore I cannot very well be cslled




bnck'as a Captsin., However, all this is speculation snd not
worth bothering about now.

I am sending you & copy of the Bsttle of the Corsl Ses
end one.of the Battle of Midway for your personal file. I
hope that you will get time to resd them snd that you will
find them up to the high stsnderd which I lmow you demsnd.

_ Many thanks for your very kind offer for the psrty pre-
ceding the Army-Navy geme. I shall endeavor to be there.
I usually teke Mrs, Weer but so far I haven't ssked her,

With warmest personal regards to both you snd Elss,
I am as ever,

Your 0ld Chief of Staff,

Rear Admiral Jsmes L. Keuffmen
Commandant, Fourth Naval District
Philadelphia, Pa.




Py

256 October 1948

Dear Chiefs

It has been quite a number of years since I have had
the pleasure of seeing you, so it is with great delight
th%t I take my trusty "Secretary" in hand and write you a
note. .

I looked you up in the Washington telephone directory

and that 1s how I discovered your address. I was pleased

to note that you had decided to remain in Washington, although
1 would not have been surprised if you had gone to Califormia
as did Admiral Spruanse. As you perhaps know, Admiral Spruance
retired this summer, bought a home at Montergy and is now
busily engaged fixing it as his home for the femainder of his
Jears. MNrs. Spruance seems to enjoy the house, although the
hAdmiin!ral bought it without Ler knowledge. KXo New England for

What I am actually writing to you about is to ask you if
the following statement is true. I understand that in the
spring of 1938 President Roosevel$ requested you to nominate
to him three commanders, anyone of whish you felt would be
competent to be Chief of the Bureau of Engineering. I under-
stand further that I was one of the three so nominated, I
was told thls at the time at Mare Island, where I had taken
command of the CLARK, by Captain Duncan, former Assistant Chief
of Yards and Docks. I was told it by Captain E.R. Johnson,
who was your Chief of Publications, and finally, Admiral Church
indicated to me that he knew about it.

I should appreciate a reply from you as to the truth of
this rumor, as I merely wish to enter it in my record in the
Navy Departmsnt for future reference.

For your information I am here at the Naval War Gollogo
as Head of the Department of Analysis working on a oritica
analysis, both strategical and tactical, of the naval battles
of World war II.




It is most interesting in these studies to note no
complaints about engines, so, apparently, your judgment
in going to high pressure and high steam in your engineering
plants was completely justified. I shall never forget the
row you had with Captain Bvans, to say nothing of Admiral
Strauss, over your advanced thinking.

Fleass remember me most kindly to Mrs. Bowem, and as for
yourself, I want you to know that all of us who were with you
in Washington always greatly admired your ability to command.
You were a grdat Chief of the Bureau. , :

With warmest personsl regards, I anm
Very sincerely yours,
Re. W. Bates

Vice Admiral Harold G. Bowen
2819 Woodly Road, N.W,
Washington, D.0e A




25 October 1948

Dear Fred:

I am sending you a personal copy of the Battle of the
Coral Sea which you may retain as you will. You may have
gseen 1t, but as you appeared to have been moving recently,
perhaps this will be your first sight of this book. The
Battle of Midway s also finished and is probably in your
ship file or will be presently.

I hope that you are enjoying your work and that you
find the Navy as attractive as it was some years ago.

With warmest personal regards and with hope that yéu
will remember me to your family, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R, W. Bates

Capt. Fred C. Dickey,UsN

Commanding Offiocer

U.S.8. GENERAL J.C.BRECKINRIDGE (AP=-176)
&Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, Calif,
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